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LAI \ AMERICA BRIEF 77-0&1, SS MAY 1177. Y 

'CHILE: REPORTS ' OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUflAN RIGHTS IN CHILE. 

WHICH HAD NEARLY CEASED EARLIER THIS YEAR ARE AGAIN ON THE RISE. 


THE PINOCHET GOVERNMENT IS REVERTING TO THE PRACTICES 

THAT HAVE JEOPARDIZED ITS INTERNATIONAL STANDI NG SINCE THE 1173 
COUP.@ 

.THIS BACKSLIDING CORES AT A PARTI CULARLY BAB T I R E FOR CHILE. 

1 

SINCE APPARENT IMPROVEMENT IN THE HUflAN RIGHTS SITUATION UAS HELP- 
ING IMPROVE ITS IHaGEABROAD. CRITICS UILLNOUHAVE; ADDITIONAL 

AnmiNITIONfORT he I R ATTACKS ON t hE I RaP PealS T oboycott IT 

i 

CHILE'S NATIONAL* INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATE IS APPARENTLY BEHIND 
THE RECENT INCREASE IN. TORTURE, ILLEGAL DETENTIONS- AND UNEXPLAINED 
"DISAPPEARANCES." THE DIRECTORATE’S CHIEF, COLONEL MANUEL CONTRERAS, 

ISA CLOSE CONFIDANT Of PINOCHET, WHO ACCLAIMED THE ORGANIZATION I N | 
A RECENT PRESS INTERVIEW FOR ITS "DECISIVE ROLE" IN BRINGING 

I 

EXTREMISM UNDER CONTROL. CONTRERAS ANSWERS Dl RECTLY TO THE PRESI- 

t 

DENT, AND IT /SUNLIKELY THAT HE WOULD ACT WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE 
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OUTSPOKEN DEMOCRATIC LABOR LEADERS. PINOCHET HAS MADE CLEAR THAT 

i 

HE WILL MOVE h a r s h lY AGAINST a nY o n e WHO runs AFOUL o r HIS GOVERN- 


| THE PRESIDENT HAY BELIEVE THAT THE CUTOFF IN US AID HAS RE- 
MOVED HASHING TON'S LEVER AGE AGAINST H I S REGIMES 0 N T H E HUMAN RIGHTS 
! 

ISSUE. HE MAY ALSO BE 8Y0YEDBY THE GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
COUNTRY’S ECONOMIC SITUATION. IN ANY. CASE. ‘REPORTS OF INCREASED 
REPRESSION ARE SURE TO LEAK jOUT. REFUELING THE HUMAN RIGHTS CON- 
TROVERSY. 
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